In carefully prescribed but important ways, the Depart-
ment of Defense l contributes a variety of services and
assistance to Federal, State, and local law enforcement.

Activities during FY 1971, for example, included the
following:

During the antiwar demonstrations on May Day 1971,
Federal troops supported the Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment in the District of Columbia.

The Department of Defense trained 105,919 persons
from outside the Department in civil disturbance control
techniques in FY 1971.

A high-level Task Force was assigned to focus on the
problem of narcotic addiction and chronic drug abuse
among military personnel, and military activities to meet
this problem wore greatly increased.

The Army Initiated training of civilian public safety
personnel in explosive device disposal techniques.

The Army trained selected District of Columbia police
officers as helicopter pilots.

And the Department of Defense worked with the Law
Enforcement Assistance Administration on several proj-
ects., including development by the Air Force of a small
two-way radio for patrolmen.

Assistance costs. During FY 1971, in comparison with
previous years, the need for employment of military forces
to uphold the laws of the land declined somewhat be-
cause of an increased capability on the part of State and
local law enforcement agencies, A total of $10.2 million
was expended or committed through the use of Depart-
ment of Defense resources to support law enforcement
activities including civil disturbance operations, training
programs, and military customs inspection. This sum in-
cludes loaned and returned military property, The total
value of military property loaned was approximately $0.3
million,

In addition, close working relationships were main-
tained between law enforcement personnel at military
installations and civil law enforcement personnel in sur-
rounding communities. Such assistance cannot be com-
puted on a cost data basis, but as an example of military-
civilian interface in the preservation of law and order, it
does constitute another form of assistance.

Early release. The Department of Defense also has an
ongoing program which authorizes the early release from
service of enlisted personnel who have indicated their in-
tention to enter the field of civil law enforcement. Per-
sonnel accepted for employment by an established law

U.S. Army troops on duty during the May Day 1971
demonstrations in Washington, D,0.
(Washington Evening Star photo)

enforcement agency of a city, county, State, or Federal
Government, including those of the territories of the
United States, who have 3 months or less remaining in
their periods of service, will be separated within 72 hours
of notice of approval.

Primary Mission of Defense

The primary mission of the Department of Defense is to
support and defend the Constitution against all enemies,
foreign and domestic; to ensure, by timely and effective
military action, the security of the United States, its pos-
sessions, and areas vital to its interest; to uphold and ad-
vance the national policies and interests of the United
States; and to safeguard the internal security of the
United States.

The Department of Defense was established by the Na-
tional Security Act Amendments of 1949 (63 Stat. 578:
5UJS.C, 171)

Constitutional Authority

The Constitution limits the power of the Federal Gov-
ernment, including its Military Establishment, but it
does provide for Federal assistance to States to help them
to "suppress Insurrections" and to insure "against domes-
tic Violence."

Department of Defense policies in the area of assistance
to Federal law enforcement and criminal justice assistance
activities rest on the fundamental principle that the
preservation of law and order is the function of those
Federal departments and agencies charged by law with
that responsibility and of State and local governments.
As a rule,, the Department of Defense is not one of
those Federal departments charged by law with that
responsibility,

Except for assistance to civil authorities in civil dis-
turbance situations, an activity undertaken by the Depart-
ment of Defense only at the specific direction of the
President, Department of Defense law enforcement and
crime prevention activities are limited to certain kinds
of assistance and training programs and programs di-
rected toward military personnel.

A detailed discussion of constitutional and legal con-
siderations in regard to employing the Department of
Defense in law enforcement, is provided in this chapter.

1 This chapter contains no information on the military criminal
justice system as such. The Office of Legal Counsel, Department
of Justice, ruled that the scope of the statute calling for this
report did not include such matters as military police operations,
enforcement of the Uniform Gode of Military Justice, and crime
problems within the military generally,
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